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A  SECOND  LETTER, 


ETC.    ETC. 


Sib,, — In  my  last  letter  I  endeavoured  to  show, 
first,  what  is  the  Scriptural  definition  of  a  visible 
apostolic  Church ;  secondly,  the  true  characteristics 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  its  present  and  future 
destiny  ;  and  thirdly,  the  non-existence,  as  a  practi- 
cal g'uide,  of  any  living-  infallible  voice  in  the  Church 
of  Eome,  even  if  we  were  to  admit  that  her  Popes 
and  General  Councils,  or  her  Popes  when  they  speak 
ex  cathedrdund  when  their  voices  are  confirmed  by 
the  universal  Church  of  Rome,  are  infallible.  In 
the  remaining"  portion  of  his  letter,  Mr.  Anderdon 
has  dealt  in  such  gross  exagg-erations,  that  they  can 
carry  with  them  very  little  weight,  even  with  sober- 
minded  and  intelliofent  Roman  Catholics.  His 
sentiments  towards  the  Church  of  England,  which 
he  has  deserted,  exemplify  the  truth  of  the  old 
Roman  proverb  '^  oderis  quern  la^seris,''  ^^we  hate 
those  whom  we  have  injured;'^  his  feelings  towards 
the  Church  of  Rome,  with  which  he  has  united 
himself^  resemble  the  romantic  affection  of  a  3^outh- 
ful  lover,  who  cannot  tolerate  the  idea  that  the  object 
of  his  attachment  is  subject  to  human  infirmities, 
and  who  extols  her  beauty  and  moral  excellencies  as 
positively  angelic.     Mr.  Anderdon  does  not  hesitate 
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to  affirm^  that  in  the  Established  Church  of  England^ 
no  two  of  her  authorised  teachers  are  agi'eed ;  he 
next  would  induce  us  to  believe^  that  in  the  Church 
of  Rome  no  two  persons  differ^  but  that  all  Roman 
Catholics  have  ^^one  heart  and  one  mind^''  he 
declares  that  this  perfect  union^  has  been  at  all 
times  a  standing*  miracle,  and  hence  he  infers^  that 
it  must  be  divine,  Mr.  Anderdon  next  pursues  a 
truly  Romish  style  of  reasonings  and  having  stated 
that  the  unity  is  divine  because  it  is  perfect )  he  next 
argues  that  it  is  perfect^  because  it  is  divine.  This  is 
the  course  of  argumentation  which  is  constantly 
pursued  by  Roman  Catholic  advocates  ]  they  prove 
the  infallibility  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  word  of 
the  Churchy  and  the  infallibility  of  the  Church  from 
the  Word  of  God.  It  is  related  of  an  Indian  sag-e, 
that  when  he  was  asked  what  the  earth  reposed 
upon — he  gravely  replied^  upon  an  elephant ;  and 
when  he  was  asked  what  the  elephant  stood  upon^ 
he  said^  that  it  stood  upon  a  tortoise ;  but  w  hen  he 
was  asked  what  the  tortoise  stood  upon^  he  was 
dumbfounded.  Now  if  this  unhappy  Indian  sage 
had  had  a  Jesuit  at  his  elbow^  he  would  have  expe- 
rienced no  difficulty  at  all ',  he  would  have  placed  the 
earth  upon  the  back  of  the  elephant^  and  he  would 
have  unhesitatingly  placed  the  elephant  upon  the 
earth.  Mr.  Anderdon^  by  way  of  climax^  concludes 
by  sayings  that  every  Catholic  is  gifted  with  a 
^'perfection  of  gi^ace  and  love.^'  Upon  these  several 
statements  I  shall  mak^  some  comments. 


In  pag'e  8^  speaking'  of  the  Church  of  England^ 
Mr.  Anderdon  says^  "  I  found  simply  that  no  two  of 
her  authorized  teachers  held  or  taug"ht  alike ;  that 
all  was  a  shifting-  chaos  of  opinions ;  that  one  had 
caug-ht  from  the  Fathers  this  fragment  of  truth^ 
another  that ;  that  these  w^ere  appropriated  by  no 
law^  but  the  law  of  their  individual  minds  3  that  one 
carried  out  his  S3^stem  under  limitations^  which 
appeared  short-sig'hted  to  the  other^  whilst  a  third 
was  ig-norant  of  antiquity^  a  fourth  despised  it  as 
outworn ;  a  fifth  denounced  it  as  erroneous.  More- 
over, I  found  this  confusion  to  be  irremedi- 
able^ essential :  inasmuch  as  the  formularies^  the 
oracle  of  all  parties^  returned  an  ambig^uous 
answer^  framed  of  set  purpose  to  be  so/^  and 
he  adds  in  a  note^  ^^  there  is  no  reference  here 
to  the  baptismal  question^  on  which  the  Pra^^er 
Book  is  sufficiently  distinct^  inasmuch  as  it  was  not 
a  point  in  controversy  with  the  Catholic  Church.'^ 

It  is  almost  needless  to  observe^  that  the  above 
description  is  an  unpardonable  exag-g-eration.  It  is 
true  that  since  the  Tractarians  have  published  their 
tracts^  a  great  diversity  of  opinions  has  prevailed 
among"  themselves^  and  among*  those^  also^  who  take 
the  Fathers  as  the  truest  expositors  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. But  it  is  undeniably  true^  that  thousands 
of  the  clerg-y  of  the  Established  Churchy  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  laity  in  the  Church  of 
Eng-land^  essentially  agree  in  all  the  fundamental 
articles  of  Christianity.     It  is  equally  incorrect  to 
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state  that  the  39  Articles^  which  constitute  the 
standard  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Enofland, 
and  that  its  formularies  return  an  uncertain  sound. 
With  respect  to  the  Articles^  those  who  cause  this 
diversity  of  opinion  are  constrained  to  interpret 
them  in  a  non-natural  sense.  The  only  point  in 
which  an  uncertain  sound  is  emitted^  is  that  which 
is  excepted  by  Mr.  Anderdon^  viz.  the  universality 
of  reg'eneration  in  infant  baptism^  and  this  uncer- 
tainty was  purposely  introduced  in  order  to  make  our 
formularies  consistent  with  the  6th  Article^  which 
declares  that  whatsoever  is  not  read  in  the  Scriptures^ 
nor  may  be  proved  thereby^  is  not  to  be  required  of 
any  man  that  it  should  be  believed  as  an  article  of 
faith.  There  are  two  other  g-rounds  of  difference 
among"  the  clerg-y  of  the  Church  of  England.  1st. 
There  has  always  been  a  high  Church  party  among* 
them^  and  a  low  Church  party ;  and  there  have 
been  for  at  least  three  centuries  similar  parties  in  the 
Church  of  Rome.  2ndly.  Since  the  reig-n  of  James 
the  First^  one  portion  of  the  Anglican  clerg-y  have 
held  the  Arminian  doctrine^  and  the  other  party  the 
doctrine  of  Predestination^  as  it  is  clearly  laid  down 
in  the  17th  Article.  The  precise  meaning-  of  this 
Article  has  wisely  not  been  g*enerally  forced  upon 
the  clerg-y  at  their  ordination  •  the  belief  in  predes- 
tination is  not  held  to  be  essential  to  salvation.  Mr. 
Anderdon  will  not^  I  presume^  maintain  that  all  the 
Fathers  entertained  Aug-ustine's  views  on  predesti- 
nation 3  nor  can  he  deny  that  at  two  several  periods 


there  were  different  opinions  entertained  upon  the 
subject  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church  of  Rome  by  the 
Thomists  and  Scotists^  and  by  the  Jesuits  and 
Jansenists.  But  I  do  not  hesitate  to  reassert  my  confi- 
dent persuasion^  that  thousands  of  the  Church  of  Eng-- 
land  clerg-y^  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  her  laity 
agree  in  all  the  essential  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

Mr.  Anderdon  having-  denied  to  the  pastors  of  what 
he  terms  the  Ang-lican  Church  the  smallest  vestig*e 
of  unity^  proceeds  (p.  10)^  to  claim  for  the  members  of 
the  Chm'ch  of  Rome  a  miraculous  unity  of  heart  and 
mind. — '^  In  the  bishoprics  united  to  the  chair  of 
St.  Peter^  I  found  those  marks  very  distinct^  which 
faith  and  reason^  Scripture  and  the  Fathers^  assured 
me  must  belong*  to  the  true  Churchy  if  a  true  Church 
existed.  The  Roman  unity  was  the  standing*  mira- 
cle of  all  times.  That  the  Word  made  fleshy  who  is 
wonderful  in  his  saints^  should  work  cures  and  raise 
the  dead  throug'h  the  instrumentality  of  their  mortal 
remains^  is  a  theme  for  the  adoration  of  the  faithful. 
May  it  not  seem  a  3^et  greater  mystery^  that  he 
should  knit  tog'ether  as  one  heart  and  one  mind 
intellects  so  various  and  wills  so  discordant^  and 
interests  which  under  any  but  a  divine  compelHng* 
power  would  inevitably  clash^  and  rend  the  bond  of 
unity  and  reveal  the  falsity  of  their  common  claim  ? 
What  is  it  but  miraculous  to  see  countless  multi- 
tudes^ nay  the  predominant  body  of  professing* 
Christians^  of  whatever  intelHg-ence  or  acquirement^ 
of  all  nations,  and  kindred,  and  people,  and  tongues, 
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walking-  by  the  same  rule  and  minding*  the  same 
thing"/^  &c.     Mr.  Anderdon  is  not  content  to  exem- 
plify an  uniformity  of  profession ;  he   affirms  that 
there   is   one  heart   and   mind   among*  all  Roman 
Catholics  ;  nor  is  he  satisfied  with  depicting*  this  as 
extraordinary   and  wonderful  3    he   describes  it  as 
truly  miraculous  and  divine ;  nay  as  more  miraculous 
than  the  raising-  of  the  dead  to  life.     He  does  not 
select  some  particular  period^  either  the  present  time, 
or  some   much  blessed  past   age   of  the  Church ; 
but  he  affirms  that  this  divinely  wroug-ht  unity  has  at 
all  times  been  a  standing-  miracle.     But  was  it  a 
standing-  miracle  in  France,  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  when  infidel  principles  spread  so  fear- 
fulty  among-  French  Roman  Catholics,  that  for  a 
brief  season  infidelity  triumphed,  the  French  Roman 
Catholic  Church  was  destroyed,  and  the  g-oddess  of 
reason  was  publicly  worshipped  1  Was  the  Romish 
unity  superhuman  when  the  Jansenists  so  g-rievously 
disturbed  the  Church  of  Rome,  when  Pope  Clement 
XI.  condemned  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  one 
'  iTansenist  propositions  as  heterodox  and  heretical, 
and  when  the  aid  of  the  secular  arm  was  required  to 
silence  the  Jansenists  ?    Was  the  Romish  unity  a 
standing-  miracle  when  Luther  assailed  the  Roman 
Church,   when    the   g-reater   part   of    Europe   was 
agitated  by  theolog'ical  discussions,  and  when  Eng-- 
land,    Holland,    Sweden,  Denmark,   Prussia,    and 
several  German  States,  formally,  and,  I  trust,  for 
ever,  separated  from  the  Romish  communion  ?    Was 
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the  Romish  unity  miraculous  towards  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth  century^  when  the  Hussites  carried  a 
fierce  conflict  of  opinions  and  arms  against  the 
Church  of  Rome  in  Moravia  and  in  the  Austrian 
dominions?  Some  little  interruption  to  this  mar- 
vellous unity  occurred  in  an  earlier  portion  of  the 
fifteenth  century^  when  a  schism  took  place  in  the 
Papal  See^  which  lasted  ten  years^  in  the  course  of 
which  the  holy  Fathers  of  the  Council  of  Basil  ex- 
communicated Pope  Eugenius  IV.  as  a  heretic ', 
whilst  Pope  Eug-enius  proclaimed  in  return  respect- 
ing- the  aforesaid  Council  of  holy  Fathers^  ^^  that  all 
the  devils  in  the  world  appeared  to  have  assembled 
at  that  Basilian  den  of  thieves/^  (ut  ad  illud  Basili- 
ense  latrocinium  totius  orbis  dsemonia  confluxisse 
videantur).*  Was  the  Romish  unity  a  standing-  mira- 
cle at  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  and  at  the  beg-in- 
ning-  of  the  fifteenth  century^  when  the  g-reat  Papal 
schism  occurred  which  divided  the  alleg-iance  of 
Western  Christendom  for  upwards  oi  forty  yearSy 
when  there  were  always  two  rival  Popes,  and  when^ 
at  one  time,  and  not  for  the  first  time,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  presented  to  the  world  the  uncouth 
spectacle  of  a  body  with  three  heads?  Has  Mr. 
Anderdon  forg-otten  the  absence  of  unity  in  Eng-land 
after  the  doctrines  of  WicklifFe  made  their  appear- 
ance, until  at  leng-th  the  open  expression  of  those 

*  Coiic.  Flor.  p.  3.      P.  Labbei  concilia,  torn.  xiii.  p.  1186. 
(Par.  1672.) 
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doctrines  after  WicklifFe's  death  was  suppressed  by 
the  act  for  the  burning-  of  heretics  ? 

Mr.  Anderdon  can  hardly  have  forgotten  too^  the 
agitation  which  occurred  in  the  Roman  Church 
through  the  preaching  of  the  Waldenses^  who 
needed  an  army  of  150^000  crusaders  to  put  them 
down^  and  who  were  never  extirpated  by  the  arms 
of  France  or  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany^  or  by  the 
Inquisition.  Even  if  we  refer  to  more  modern 
times  we  find  that  in  Italy^  less  than  twenty  years 
ago^  the  unity  of  the  Italian  Church  was  anything 
but  miraculous  and  divine.  In  his  Encyclical  letter^ 
dated  at  Rome^  August  15th^  1832^  and  directed 
to  all  patriarchs^  primates^  archbishops^  and  bishops^ 
Pope  Gregory  XVI.  gave  the  following  description 
of  the  state  of  the  Churchy  which  we  may  presume  to 
have  been  chiefly  descriptive  of  the  Italian  Church. 
'^  Veneeable  bretheen^ 

^'  Health  and  apostolical  benediction^  &c.^  *  *  * 
*  *  *  we  speak^  venerable  brethren^  of  what 
your  own  eyes  have  witnessed^  and  over  which 
our  tears  flow  in  common^  wickedness  is  restless, 
science  grown  insolent,  licentiousness  unrestrained. 
The  holiness  of  things  sacred  is  despised,  and  the 
majesty  of  the  divine  worship  at  once  so  efficacious, 
and  so  necessary,  is  called  in  question,  is  vilified,  is 
mocked  at  by  evil  men.  Hence  the  perversion  of 
sound  doctrine^  and  hence  the  effrontery  with  which 
errors  of  every  kind  are  disseminated.  The  law  of 
the  sanctuary,  its  rights,  its  customs,  whatever  is 
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holy  in  discipline^  is  attacked  by  the  tong-ues  of  them 
that  speak  iniquity.  Our  Eoman  see  of  St.  Peter^ 
on  which  Christ  laid  the  foundation  of  his  Churchy 
is  assailed  on  all  sides ;  and  the  bonds  of  unity  are 
every  day  weakened  and  breaking*  asunder.  The 
divine  authority  of  the  Church  is  opposed )  robbed 
of  her  rig-hts  she  is  laid  prostrate  to  satisfy  human 
expediency^  and  iniquity  exposes  her  as  a  deg'raded 
slave  to  the  hatred  of  the  nations.  The  schools  and 
universities  echo  monstrous  novelties^  which  no 
long-er  content  themselves  with  undermining*  the 
foundation  of  the  Catholic  faith^  but^  quitting*  their 
lurking*  holes^  rush  openly  to  horrid  and  impious 
war  with  it.  The  youth  corrupted  by  the  doctrines^ 
and  examples  of  their  teachers^  have  inflicted  a  deep 
wound  upon  relig'ion^  and  have  introduced  a  most 

g*loomy  perversion  of  manners 

These  accumulated  miseries  owe  their  origin^ 
principally^  however^  to  the  activity  of  certain 
societies^  in  which  is  collected  as  in  one  common 
receptacle^  whatever  heresy^  or  the  most  impious 
sects  offer  of  crime^  of  sacrileg*e;  and  of  blasphemy.'^ 

The  discord  introduced  into  the  Ang-lican  Chm*ch 
by  the  Tractarians  is  no  more  comparable  to  the 
above  recited  state  of  the  Italian  Church  than  a 
summer's  g'enial  breeze  is  to  a  northern  hurricane.* 

Mr.  Anderdon  will^  perhaps^  I'^pty;  ^^^^  the  ex- 
istence of  all  these  dissensions  and  heresies^  and  the 

*  Pope  Pius  XVI. 's  Encyclical  letter  was  inserted  at  full  length 
in  the  "  Roman  Catholic  Laity's  Directory,"  for  the  year  1833. 
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subsequent  pacification  of  the  Chui^ch  of  Rome^  con- 
stitute the  strongest  proof  that  the  unity  of  that 
Church  is  miraculous  and  divine.  We  mig-ht  have 
had  some  difficulty  in  combatting'  this  opinion^  if  all 
human  ag-ency  had  been  persevering^ly  and  con- 
stantly withheld )  but  history  informs  us  that  when- 
ever any  g-reat  dissension  occurred^  unity  was  restored 
to  the  Church  of  Eome^  either  by  putting*  down  with 
a  strong-  hand^  or  by  turning*  out  of  her  communion, 
all  those  who  differed  from  her.  The  Waldenses  were 
cruelty  silenced  by  fire  and  sword  ^  the  fag"got  and  the 
gibbet  drove  LoUardism  into  concealment  j  and  whilst 
the  anathemas  of  Trent  were  levelled  ag'ainst  those 
Protestants  whom  the  Papal  veng-eance  could  not 
reach,  the  Inquisition  arrested  the  progress  of  the 
Reformation  in  Spain  and  Italy,  and  the  armies  of 
Charles  V.  of  Germany,  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain, 
and  of  Francis  I.  and  his  successors  on  the  throne 
of  France,  impeded  its  course  in  those  countries. 
The  Jansenists  were  suppressed  by  Louis  XIY. 
And  the  open  expression  of  heterodoxy  in  1832,  was 
put  down  in  Italy  by  the  authority  and  armies  of 
Austria.  An  unity,  or  rather  an  external  unifor- 
mity, which  is  compassed  by  such  remorseless  cruelty 
seems  to  be  rather  Satanic  than  divine.  The  uni- 
formity of  which  the  Church  of  Rome  can  boast  is 
derived  from  fiYe  human  sources.  First,  a  strict  dis- 
cipline, and,  where  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  con- 
form, the  expulsion  of  all  who  openly  differ.  It  was 
thus  that  Cromwell  restored  unity  to  the  House  of 
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Commons  by  what  is  generally  called  Pride's  purg-e ;' 
he  forcibly  excluded  from  the  House  of  Commons  all 
who  differed  from  him.  Secondly^  the  abstraction 
of  the  Bible ,  the  substitution  for  it  of  the  word  of 
the  Church  •  and  the  abandonment  b}^  the  Koman 
Catholic  laity  of  the  use  of  their  reason  in  matters  of 
relig-ion^  under  the  persuasion  that  their  Popes  and 
General  Councils  are  infallible.  Thirdly^  the  won- 
derful adaptation  of  the  Papal  system  of  relig'ion 
to  the  infirmities^  pride^  worldliness^  superstition, 
and  idolatrous  tendencies  of  the  human  heart. 
Fourthty,  innumerable  lying"  wonders  and  a  system 
of  the  most  awful  delusion.  Lastly,  and  not  the  least, 
the  most  implacable  intolerance  and  persecution. 
There  is  no  need  to  call  in  a  divine  power  to  account 
for  Romish  unity.  In  point  of  fact  a  much  g-reater 
unity  both  in  heart  and  mind  was  exhibited  by  100 
millions  of  Hindoos,  when  they  were  first  visited  by 
our  missionaries  in  India,  and  if  the  Hindoos  had 
appealed  to  the  preceding*  1000  years,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  have  pointed  out  a  tithe  of  the  dis- 
sensions in  the  Hindoo  bod}^,  which  have  prevailed 
in  the  Romish  body  during-  the  same  period.  Never 
was  there  a  religion  which  seemed  to  be  more  deeply 
seated  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  a  people  than  that 
which  prevailed  among  the  Hindoos.  Dr.  Buchanan 
relates,  that  when  he  witnessed  the  rites  of  their  idol 
Jugg'emaut,  so  gTeat  was  the  crowd  of  assembled 
pilgrims,  that  it  was  remarked,  that  if  an  hundred 
thousand  of  them  had  been  abstracted,  th^y  would 


not  have  been  missed.  When  the  car  which  con- 
tained the  frightful  idol  made  its  appearance^  the 
whole  multitude  raised  a  shout  of  triumphant  joy. 
They  were  all  of  one  heart  and  one  mind—  but  the 
unity  was  Satanic  and  not  divine.  If  the  unity  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  were  perfect  and  without  a  speck^ 
and  if  her  doctrines  differed  from  the  word  of  God^ 
the  unity  would  not  be  divine_,  because  the  AVord  of 
God  is  divine ;  and  if  such  an  unity  did  exist  as  we 
must  confess  to  be  mii'aculous^  and  if  it  was  an  unity 
at  variance  with  the  teaching*  of  Christ  and  his  Apos- 
tles^ the  power  to  which  we  must  ascribe  its  existence 
must  have  come  from  beneath  and  not  from  above ; 
and^  however  hig'hly  that  system  in  its  pride  mig-ht 
raise  its  head^  and  however  widely  it  might  extend  its 
branches^  we  should  feel  bound^  however  reluctantly^ 
to  declare  of  it^  "  radice  ad  Tartara  tendit."  ^^  Its 
roots  extend  downwards  towards  hell."  But  inde- 
pendently of  the  various  schisms  and  heresies  by 
which  the  Papal  See  and  the  Church  of  Rome  have 
been  divided^  there  have  existed  for  several  centuries 
past^  and  there  do  exist  among  Roman  Catholics  six 
differences  of  opinion  upon  very  important  points  ^ 
in  other  words^  there  is  a  high  Church  party  and  a 
low  Church  party  in  the  Church  of  Rome.  Ro- 
manists may  all  cling  to  one  chair  and  yet  have 
differences  of  opinion  respecting  the  prerogatives  of 
him  who  occupies  the  chair.  The  Mahomedans 
all  cling  to  Mahomet^  but  there  are  sects  even 
among  the   Mahomedans.      Protestants   chng    to 
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Christ;  but  there  are  differences  among"  Protes- 
tants. The  pretension  of  the  Bishop  of  Eome  to  be 
the  visible  head  of  the  universal  Church  per  se  de- 
stroys the  unity  and  symmetry  of  the  Church.  A  body 
which  has  only  one  head^  presents  the  idea  of  unity. 
But  a  body  which  has  two  heads^  one  divine  and  the 
other  human,  one  in  heaven  and  the  other  upon  the 
earth,  presents  a  most  discordant  picture.  The 
chair  which  Mr.  Anderdon  refers  to  as  the  centre  of 
harmony,  in  point  of  fact  destroys  the  harmony  of 
the  Boman  system.  Only  contemplate  the  Church 
of  Bome  in  the  tenth  century  with  a  divine  head  in 
heaven,  and  a  monster  head  *  upon  earth  !  It  may 
perhaps  be  truly  stated  that  St.  Peter's  chair, 
instead  of  being-  the  centre  of  unity,  is  the  centre  of 
discord,  for  the  six  permanent  differences,  which  I 
am  about  to  enumerate,  all  of  them  emerge  from 
St,  Peter^s  chair.  First,  the  Pope  arrogates  to 
himself  the  prerog-ative  of  personal  infallibility,  and 
this  is  held  by  the  Italian  Church,  i,  e,  the  Ultra- 
montane Church  y  the  Jesuits,  many  of  them  em- 
brace this  doctrine,  and,  as  it  should  seem  by  what 
he  says  about  a  living  infallible  voice,  Mr.  Anderdon. 
This  doctrine  is  rejected  by  the  majority  of  the 
French,  English,  and  Irish  Boman  Catholics.  Se- 
condly, the  French,  Eng'lish,  and  Irish  Boman 
Catholics  in  general,  maintain  that  a  General  Council 
without  a  Pope  is  infallible.  This  doctrine  is  indig- 
nantly repudiated   by  the  Popes  and   the  Ultra- 

*  This  division  is  still  more  striking,  when  obedience  to  the 
divine  head  necessitates  resistance  to  the  earthly  head. 
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montane  Church.     Thirdly,  it  is  held  by  the  Popes 

and  the  Italian  Church  that  the  authority  of  the 

Pope  is  superior  to  that  of  a  General  Council.    This 

dog-ma  is  denied  by  the  Gallican  Church,  and  in 

general  by  Eng-lish  and  Irish  Bomanists.    Fourthly, 

it  is  held  by  the  Cisalpines,  i,  e.  by  the  Romanists 

on  this  side  of  the  Alps,  that  the  authority  of  a 

General  Council  is  superior  to  the  Papal  authority, 

but  this  is  strenuously  denied  by  the  Transalpine 

Church.     Fifthly,  the  Popes  and  Cardinals  and  a 

portion  at  least  of  the  Italian  Church,  and,  as  it 

should  seem,  all  the  recent  Tractarian  converts  to 

Romanism,  maintain  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope. 

But  although  in  the  middle  ages,  and  at  the  era  of 

the   Reformation,  this  was  generally  admitted   by 

Roman  Catholics,  at  the  present  day  it  is  generally 

rejected  by  the  Cisalpine  Roman  Catholic  Churches, 

and  from  the  statement  of  the  late  C.  Butler,  Esq., 

it  does  not  appear  to  be  universally  held  by  Italian 

Romanists.     Sixthly,  there  is  a  division  of  opinion 

among  those  who  ascribe  to  the  Popes  a  temporal 

power ;  some  maintain  that  this  temporal  power  is 

direct     thers  contend  that  it  is  indirect.     Cardinal 

Bellarmine  fell  into  great  disgra^ce  with  the  Papal 

com't,  by  maintaining  the  latter  iDpinion.     Such  are 

the  permanent*  differences  w^hich  divide  the  Roman 

Catholic  world,  and  which  make  their  orbit  round 

St.  Peter's  chair !     Mr.  Anderdon,  perchance,  will 

remind  us  that  there  are  spots  in  the  sun,  and  main- 

*  C.  Butler,  Esq.  and  Dr.  Delahogue  relate  the  five  first  differ- 
ences. Cardinal  Bellarmine  mentions  the  last  difference. 
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tain  that  these  ^^ trifles  lig-ht  as  air''  are  but  as 
the  small  dust  in  the  balance  !  But  some  unpleasant 
recollections  hover  about  St.  Peter's  chair.  Pope 
Greg'ory  the  Great^  occupied  that  chair.  That  illus- 
trious Pope  denounced  the  name  ^^  universal ''  as 
blasphemous^  (absit  a  cordibus  Christianis  nomen 
istud  hlasphemice)  hence  every  one  of  the  occupiers  of 
the  Papal  chair  for  the  last  1200  years^  may  be  said 
to  have  had  the  name  of  "  blasphemy ''  written  upon 
his  forehead  by  the  pen  of  Pope  Gregory  the  Great ! 
In  pag'e  12^  we  find  Mr.  Anderdon  pursuing-  a  most 
perplexed  and  illogical  train  of  reasoning.  He  says^ 
"  the  infallibility  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was  reached 
as  simply.  Supposing  indeed  her  unity  as  a  divine 
gift^it  needs  must  involve  the  other."  This  is  a 
complete  non  sequitur.  If  her  unity  were  a  divine 
gift  it  would  doubtless  be  perfect ;  but  the  perfection 
of  her  unity  would  prove  the  infallibility  of  God^  not 
the  infallibihty  of  the  Church  preserved  from  error. 
A  perfect  work  proves  the  skill  and  wisdom  of  its 
maker ',  and  perfect  unity  would  prove  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  Divine  Giver  of  that  unity^  in  other 
words^  it  would  prove  the  infallibility  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  and  not  the  infallibility  of  the  Church  of 
Home.  Mr.  Anderdon  continues^  '^  on  the  supposition 
that  it  is  a  divine  gift,  it  is  not  false,  for  Christ  is 
eternal  truth."  Certainly  if  it  was  a  divine  gift  it  could 
not  be  false,  for  it  would  then  be  the  gift  of  Christ, 
and  Christ  is  eternal  truth.  But  it  has  been  shewn, 
that  the  supposition  that  Eomish  unity  is  perfect,  and, 

*  B 
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therefore^  that  it  is  a  divine  gift^  is  a  complete  ignis 
fatuus^  a  mere  will-o'-the-wisp.  Christ  is  truth^  and 
his  word  is  truth^  and  those  Churches  who  faithfully 
receive  and  maintain  his  truth  unadulterated^  are 
true  Churches.  But  every  visible  Church  may 
depart  from  and  corrupt  the  truth.  This  we  learn 
from  the  awfiil  warning's  addressed  by  Christ  to 
the  Seven  Churches  in  Asia  ^  and  from  the  awftil 
warning  addressed  to  the  Gentile  Churches  in 
g'eneral^  and  to  the  Church  of  Rome  in  particular 
by  the  Apostle  Paul.  It  would  have  been  well  for 
the  Church  of  Rome^  who  has  elevated  herself  in  her 
pride  above  all  Churches^  and  professes  to  be  their 
mother  and  their  mistress^  if  she  had  g'iven  heed 
to  the  apostolic  warning-.  (Bom.  xi.  20.)  ''  Be  not 
high  mindedy  but  fear.  For  if  God  spared  not  the 
natural  branches^  take  heed  lest  he  also  spare  not 
thee.  Behold^  therefore^  the  g-oodness  and  the  se- 
verity of  God^  on  them  which  fell  severity^  but  toward 
thee  g-oodness^  if  thou  continue  in  his  g-oodness, 
otherwise  thou  also  shalt  be  cut  off."  Mr. 
Anderdon  proceeds  to  say  that  ^^  the  Church  if  not 
infallible  mig'ht  teach  error  in  the  Creed^  and  lead 
souls  into  heresy.  But  this  she  cannot  do^  for  she  is 
^  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth.' "  This  is  a  spe- 
cious fallacy.  So  long*  as  a  Church  is  the  pillar  and 
g"round  of  the  truth^  she  cannot  lead  souls  into  heresy ; 
but  if  she  departs  from  the  truth  and  becomes  the  pillar 
and  g-round  of  error^  she  will  lead  souls  into  heresy. 
Mr.  Anderdon  has  here  cited  a  scriptural  passag-e^ 
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which  is  fatal  to  his  arg'ument^  for  it  reminds  us  that 
the  visible  Apostolic  Church  was  the  pillar  and  g-round 
of  the  truth  y  and  this  is  admitted  on  all  hands ',  Mr. 
Anderdon  and  the  Church  of  Rome  will  not  deny 
this  fact.     But  opposites  cannot  ag-ree  ^  and  hence  as 
the  modern  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  so  opposed 
to  the  doctrines  taug'ht  by  Christ  and  his   apostles 
and  exhibited  by  the  Apostolic  Churchy  since  that 
Church  was  ^^  the  pillar  and  g-round  of  the  truth/'  the 
Church  of  Rome  must  be  '^  the  pillar  and  g-round  of 
error/'     With  respect  to  the  Church  of  Rome^  and 
the  Ang-lican  Church  it  was  possible,  that  the  truth 
mig-ht  not  have  been  openly  exhibited  by  either  of 
them^  as  visible  Churches.  Nay^  it  is  possible^  and  not 
improbable^  when  we  read  of  the  apostasy  predicted 
in  the  latter  days^  (2  Tim.  iii.)  and  other  similar  pre- 
dictions of  g-eneral  wickedness^  that  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord's  judg-ments  upon  the  earthy  as  in  the  days 
of  the  Jewish  apostasy  before  the  first  captivity,  no 
visible  Church  may  exhibit  the  truth.     The  Church 
of  Christ  will  always  hold  the  truth ;  but  that  Church 
consists  only  of  true  believers ;  and  in  seasons  of 
g-reat  persecution,  or  of  g-reat  g-eneral  depravity,  that 
Church  may  be  driven  into  concealment,  or  almost 
lost  sight  of  in  the  crowd  of  apostates.     With  re- 
g-ard,  however,  to  the  respective  pretensions  of  the 
visible  Churches  of  Rome  and  England  to  the  title 
of  apostolicity,  these  may  be  easily  and  satisfactorily 
decided.     If  two  portraits,  which  essentially  differ 
from  each  other,  are  both  of  them  said  to  be  accurate 
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copies  of  the  same  orig^inal^  and  if  the  orig-inal  picture 
be  in  existence,  the  true  way  of  ascertaining-  which 
is  the  true  copy,  is  to  compare  both  of  them  with  the 
original.  Now  in  the  Scriptures  we  have  a  picture  of 
the  Apostolic  Church  3  let  us  compare,  then,  the  respec- 
tive doctrines  of  the  Churches  of  Rome  and  Enofland 
with  the  teaching-  of  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Mr. 
Anderdon  may  endeavour,  if  he  pleases,  to  envelop 
the  Church  of  Rome  in  a  cloud  of  mystical  reason- 
ing-, and  to  elude  inquiry — but  Protestants  insist 
upon  a  full  and  fair  inquiry  into  the  characters  of 
the  Roman  and  Ang-lican  Churches  by  the  standard 
of  God^s  infallible  Word.  To  this  the  Church  of 
Rome  will  only  assent  upon  the  condition  that  the 
lig-ht  of  day  be  excluded,  and  that  the  candles  of  the 
Fathers  be  substituted  for  it,  and  that  we  either  close 
our  eyes  and  take  her  description  for  g-r anted,  or  that 
we  reg'ard  the  apostolic  picture  throug-h  her  g-lasses, 
which  give  to  it  a  Romish  colour  and  complexion, 
and  obscure  and  distort  the  features  of  the  Apostolic 
Church.  But  we  respectfully  remove  the  patristic 
candles,  we  let  in  the  lig-ht  of  God's  truth,  we  open 
and  exercise  the  eyes  of  our  understanding's,  we 
humbly  pray  for  the  illumination  of  the  Sun  of 
Rig-hteousness,  the  g-reat  Prophet  of  the  Church,  who 
continually  walketh  among-  the  candlesticks,  and  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  when  we  thus  examine  the 
Church  of  Rome,  we  find  that  instead  of  being-  the 
pillar  and  g-round  of  the  truth,  she  is  the  pillar  and 
the  or-round  of  the  most  awful  error. 
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To  sum  up  these  observations  on  Mr.  Anderdon's 
cheval  de  bataiUej  his  miraculous  Roman  unity. 
In  the  first  place  it  may  be  shewn  that  it  is  not  an 
apostolic  unity;  and  secondly^  that  it  is  not  a 
perfect  unity  ;  and  hence^  that  it  is  not  a  divine  gift ; 
and  hence  that  there  is  nothing-  irreverent  in  trying* 
the  Roman  Catholic  system  by  the  standard  of  the 
Scriptures.  Without  insisting*  upon  Mr.  Anderdon's 
assertion^  that  this  perfect  unity  has  been  at  all  times 
a  standing-  miracle ;  if  we  only  contemplate  the  Roman 
Catholic  world  at  the  present  day^  it  will  be  seen 
that  Mr.  Anderdon  entertains  far  too  favourable  an 
opinion  of  its  unity.  In  France^  for  instance^  it  is 
well  known  that  the  writinofs  of  infidel  and  immoral 
authors  have  an  immense  circulation.  If  this  perfect 
heart  unity^  which  Mr.  Anderdon  parades  before  us^ 
existed  in  France^  such  books  and  publications  would 
be  universally  repudiated..  A  true  faith  is  known^  as 
a  good  tree  is  known^  by  its  fruits.  If  Mr.  Ander- 
don's much  vaunted  heart  union  on  the  true  faith 
existed  in  Roman  Catholic  France^  all  French  Roman 
Catholics  would  more  or  less  exhibit  holiness  in 
their  lives  and  conversation.  Mr.  Anderdon  is  said 
to  have  made  his  first  public  profession  of  Romanism 
at  Paris.  If  Mr.  Anderdon  had  visited  at  Paris 
the  theatres^  the  numerous  g-ambling-  houses^  that 
quarter  of  the  city  to  which  the  licensed  multitude  of 
immoral  females  is  confined^  the  political  clubs^  and 
even  the  French  National  Assembly^  he  would  have 
seen  that  a  perfect  unity  of  heart-fniih  in  Apostolic 
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truth  could  not  have  existed  at  Paris.     In  Italy^  it 
is  well  known  that  at  the  present  day  a  great  desire 
exists    among"    many    of   the   best   educated    and 
most  intellig-ent  Roman  Catholics  for  a  Reformation 
in  the  Church  of  Rome.     They  do  not  desire  to  be 
Protestants^  they  wish  to  see  the  Church  of  Rome 
broug'ht  back  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Pope  Greg^ory  the  Great.     Mariotti^  a  most  in- 
tellig*ent  Roman  Catholic  writer^  bears  his  testimony 
to  this  fact.     He  relates  that  the  spirit  of  infidelity 
which  so  widely  prevailed  in  1832^  and  which  was 
so  deeply  lamented  by  Pope  Greg-ory  XVI._,  has 
subsided  into  a   desire  for  a  reformation^   and  he 
avers  that  meantime^  whilst  for  the  sake  of  unity  all 
Roman   Catholics  attend   the  same  Churches^  and 
conform  to  the  same  ceremonies^  each  carries  Ms 
own  Creed  within  his  own  breast.     It  will  be  seen 
by  the  extract  which  I  shall  g-ive  fi*om  his  writings^ 
that  Mariotti  entertains  the  most  exag*g"erated  no- 
tions of  the  Protestant  dissensions^  and  strang'ely 
fancies  that  Protestantism^  which  is  based  upon  the 
declarations^  ''  God  is  love/^  and  that^  ^^  God  so  loved 
the  7vorld  that  he  gave  his  only  hegotten  Son,  tJiat 
whosoever  believeth  in  hirriy  should  not  perish  hut  have 
everlasting  life/'  and  which  ascribes  the  whole  of  a 
sinner's  salvation  to  the  free  g-race  of  God^  has  more 
to  satisfy  the  mind ;  whilst  in  Catholicism  there  is 
more  to  fill  the  heart.     His  is  not_,  therefore^  the 
evidence    of    an    enemy   of    Roman    Catholicism. 
(Italy;  Past  and  Present^  by  L.  Mariotti^  London, 
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1848.)  "Certainly  a  thinking  Catholic^  assisting 
at  the  ceremony  where  a  hundred  thousand  people 
are  prostrated  in  adoration  before  the  vial  in  which 
the  blood  of  St.  Januarius  is  boiling-,  has  occasion  to 
blush  for  the  creed  of  his  fathers ;  but  a  warm- 
hearted Protestant,  on  his  way  to  a  meeting",  cross- 
ing- a  hundred  currents  of  people  walking-  in  opposite 
directions  must  feel  a  chill  throug-h  his  veins  at  the 
thoug-ht  that  all  those  people  are  treading-  in  the 
path  of  error  and  perdition.  The  Reformed  dei^omi- 
nations  have  always  aimed  to  preserve  relig-ion  in  its 
simplicity  and  purity )  the  Catholics  have  laboured 
to  maintain  it  in  its  splendour  and  majesty. 
The  Protestants  have  kindled  their  persuasion  in 
the  lig-ht  of  reason ;  the  Catholics  have  tempered 
their  faith  in  the  flames  of  charity.  There  is  more 
in  Protestantism  to  satisfy  the  mind )  in  Catholicism 
more  to  fill  the  heart.* 

"  As  such  considerations  prevail  in  Italy  among* 
the  most  enlig-htened  friends  of  relig-ion,  the  unity  of 
faith  and  worship,  will,  according-  to  all  probabilities, 
be  preserved  in  its  form,  thoug-h  under  more  larg-e 
and  liberal  views.  Prelates  and  Cardinals,  abbeys 
and  nunneries,  inquisition  and  censure,  auricular 
confession,  indulgences ^  and  purgatory — all  these  are 
rapidly  losing  their  influence  for  ever ;  but  Catho- 
licism as  a  name  is  still  revered.     The  most  consci- 

*  Splendour  and  majesty  influence  the  imagination,  the  tender 
mercy  and  love  of  God,  which  constitute  the  constant  theme  of 
Protestant  preaching,  affect  the  heart. 
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entious  Christian   in   Italy  has   made   his   protest 
within  the  privacy  of  his  hearty  without  being-  driven 
to   an   open   profession   of  apostasy.     Ikery  man 
forms  his  sect  by  himself y  and  all  those  individual 
creeds  meet  in  one  Churchy  as  for  a  tacit  compact  of 
mutual  forbearance/^     A  more  graphic  picture  of 
perfect   outward   conformity  and   universal   heart- 
dissension   could    not    have   been   g-iven.      Father 
Gavazzi^  and  no  one  is  better  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  public  opinion  in  Italy  than  he  is^  says^  that 
a  larg-e  number  of  the  young*  Italian  priests  desire  a 
sweeping*  reform  in  the  Church  system  in  Italy.    In 
his  first  oration  (p.  8.)  he  thus  expressed  himself;, 
(Orations  of  Father  Gavazzi^  1851)^  ^^  There  are  in 
our  land  young*  Levites^  who  are  uncontaminated 
with  the  leprosy  of  Rome's  hoar^^-headed  prevari- 
cators in  the  service  of  God's  temple.    In  Lombardy 
and  Venice   they   abound;   in   Tuscany   they  are 
numerous ;  in  Piedmont  they  openly  proclaim  their 
abhorrence  of  Papal  abominations )    they  are  the 
hope^  and  will  yet  be^  the  rescuers  of  Italy  .... 

Men  of  Eng*land^  keep  your  Christianity  ...... 

when  the  religion  of  Italy  resumes  a  purified  aspect 
^ — when  the  handmaid  of  God  is  seen  to  walk  forth 
as  in  the  days  when  she  won  your  hearts — in  the 
days  of  the  g-reat  Greg*ory  and  the  monk  Austin^ 

then  hail  her  as  of  old,  but  not  till  then 

better  cling*  to  your  homely  Creed^  than  adopt  in 
its  present  deformity  the  jumble  of  incoherences 
throned  on  the  Seven  Hills."     Mr.  Anderdon  will, 


not  improbably^  repudiate  the  evidence  of  lax  Roman 
CathoHcS;  and  of  those  who  write  under  the  influence 
of  strong-  excitement ;  and  he  will  appeal  to  a  living* 
infallible  voice.  After  the  fashion  of  Festus^  I 
reply^  ^^  Hast  thou  appealed  unto  Pio  Nono^  to  Pio 
Nono  thou  shalt  go/'  In  his  Encyclical  letter  given 
at  Eome  in  the  year  1846^  and  addressed  to  all  the 
patriarchs^  primates^  archbishops  and  bishops^  Pope 
Pius  IX  g-ives  anything*  but  a  flattering"  description 
of  Roman  Catholic  unity  in  g-eneral.  After  detail- 
ing* the  evil  resulting*  from  Bible  Societies^  he  de- 
scribes five  sources  of  irrelig*ion  and  dissension. 
1st.  A  spirit  of  indifference,  or  semi-scepticism.  2nd. 
A  conspiracy  entered  into  by  certain  ecclesiastics 
ag-ainst  clerical  celibacy.  3rd.  A  wicked  system  of 
philosophy.  4th.  Communism.  5th.  A  plag-ue  of 
irrelig*ious  books  and  pamphlets.  Let  Mr.  Anderdon 
attend  to  this  living*  infallible  (?)  voice  ?  ^^  Such*  is 
the  character  of  that  horrible  system  of  religious 
indifference^  so  repug*nant  even  to  the  lig*ht  of  na- 
tural reason^  by  which  the  crafty  impostors  who 
uphold  it^  levelling  with  the  ground  all  distinction 
between  vice  and  virtue,  truth  and  falsehood^  honesty 
and  deceit^  pretend  that  a  man  may  attain  eternal 
salvation^  ivhatever  may  be  the  religion  which  he 
jorqf esses,  as  if  there  could  be  any  fellowship  between 
justice  and  iniquity^  any  companionship  between 
lig*ht  and  darkness^  any  association  of  Christ  with 

*  The  translation  is  that  issued  by  Dolman,  and  approved  by 
the  Vicar  Apostolic  of  London. 
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Belial.     Such  is  the  nature  of  that  most  foul  con- 
spiracy against  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  in  which^ 
alas  !    some    ecclesiastics^   unhappily   forg-etful    of 
their  rightful  dig-nity^  and  suffering-  themselves  to 
be   seduced   by   the   wiles    and    blandishments    of 
pleasure^  have  been  induced  to   share.      Such  is 
the   character   of  that   most  perverse  and  wiched 
system    of  philosophy,    which    seizing*    upon    the 
minds  of  inexperienced  youth^  deceives   and   cor- 
rupts it;  and  g-ives  it  to  drink  of  the  poison  of  the 
drag-on   in  the    cup   of   Babylon.      Such    is    the 
object  of  that  abominable  doctrine^  so  diametrically 
opposed  to   the  law   of   nature   itself^  which  they 
denominate   Communism,  which^  once  admitted  and 
recog-nised;  would  overthrow  every  species  of  law^ 
and  rig-ht;  and  property^  and  destroy  the  very  foun- 
dations of  human  society.     Such  is  the  tendency  of 
the  dark  and  deceitful  machinations  of  those  who 
clothed  in  sheep's  clothing-^  thoug-h   inwardly  they 
are  ravening  wolves,  by  a  fraudulent  and  deceit- 
ful assumption  of  a  purer  piety  and  a  severer  virtue^ 
insinuate   themselves  into  the   confidence  of  their 
victims^    geniij    secure    them    for  their    purpose^ 
destroy  them  in  the  dark^  deter  men  from  the  dis- 
charg-e  of  every  species  of  rehg-ious  duty^  and  slay 
and  tear  to  pieces  the  sheep  of  the  fold  of  Christ. 
Such;  finally^  not    to    mention  many  others  with 
which  you  are  already  acquainted^  is  the  aim  of 
that  hi^eovi^ plague  of  books  and  pamphlets^  every- 
where flying"  about;  and  teaching-  men  to  siu;  which; 
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well  written  and  full  of  sophistry  and  artifice^  and 
boldly  circulated  at  an   immense  expense  for  the 
destruction  of  Christian  people  in  every  quarter  of 
the  g'lobe^  disseminate  every  where  their  pestiferous 
doctrines^  corrupt  especially  the  minds  and  souls  of 
the  unwary^  and  inflict  the  most  alarming-  injury 
upon  relig-ion.  From  the  pernicious  influence  of  these 
Jllthy  and  diabolical  errors ,  presenting-  themselves 
on  every  side^  and  the  unbridled  license  of  thought, 
of  speech,   and  of   action,  which  now  prevails^  it 
happens   that  morals  have   fallen   into  decay^  the 
sacred  religion  of  Christ  is  contemned,  the  majesty  of 
divine   worship   is  despised^   the  authority  of  this 
Apostolic  See  is  assailed^  the  power  of  the  Church  is 
opposed^  and  herself  reduced  to  an  ig-nominious  sub- 
jection^ the  laws  of  the  Church  are  trampled  under 
foot,  the  sanctity  of  the  marriag^e  vow  is  profaned^ 
the  influence  of  every  species  of  authority  is  weak- 
ened and  destroyed^  and  all  those  other  evils^  affect- 
ing- as  well  the  existence  and  welfare  of  the  Church 
as  of  the  State^  have  arisen^  which  we  are  compelled^ 
venerable  brethren^  tog-ether  with  yourselves  to  de- 
plore with  mutual  tears/'     Such  is  the  irrefrag-able 
testimony  of  Pio  Nono ;  whence  it  inevitably  fol- 
lows that  Mr.  Anderdon's  fascinating-  picture  of  the 
miraculous  unity  of  the  Romish  Church  is  only  a 
romantic  dream. 

In  pag-e  15  of  Mr.  Anderdon's  letter  we  find  the 
following*  astounding-  declaration.  '^  I  would  appeal 
to  every  CathoHc^  and  especially  to  every  convert, 


28 

to  say  whether  he  has  not  received  a  definite  super- 
natural g-ift  of  faith^  a  perfection  of  g*race  and  love^ 
distinct  from  anything-  he  could  possess  apart  from 
the  Church  Catholic/^  It  is  obvious  that  every  one 
who  has  received  a  perfection  of  g-race  and  love 
must  be  a  perfect  Christian.  ^^  Love  is  the  fulfilling- 
of  the  law/^  (Rom.  xiii.  10.)  '^  God  is  love/'  (1  John 
iv.  16.)  Hence  he  who  is  perfect  in  love^  has  the 
divine  imag-e  fully  and  perfectly  stamped  upon  his 
soul.  The  g'laring-  fallacy  of  Mr.  Anderdon's  state- 
ment is  open  to  every  body.  If  we  direct  our 
attention  to  the  Eoman  Catholic  population  of 
England^  our  common  experience  refutes  it.  The 
moral  condition  of  Ireland^  that  land  of  discord  and 
outrag-e^  condemns  it.  It  would  require  a  cormorant 
faith  to  beheve  that  even  so  eminent  a  Roman  Catholic 
ecclesiastic  as  Dr.  M'Hale  is  absolutely  jo^r/'^c^  in 
love.  Even  the  Encyclical  letter  of  Pio  Nono^ 
from  which  we  have  recently  made  a  quotation^ 
dissolves  Mr.  Anderdon's  enthusiastic  vision. 

The  ravening"  wolves^  of  whom  Pio  Nono  speaks^ 
who  slew  and  tore  to  pieces  the  sheep  of  the  fold  of 
Christy  and  those  who  trampled  under  foot  the  laws 
of  the  Churchy  were  very  far  from  having-  attained 
the  perfection  of  love.  But  what  an  era  in  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church  has  Mr.  Anderdon  selected 
for  making-  his  rash  assertion !  Does  he  imag-ine 
that  the  members  of  his  former  cong-reg-ation  at 
Leicester  have  heard  nothing-  of  the  fierce  and 
sang-uinary    conflicts   which  have   taken   place  in 
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Roman  Catholic  countries  within  the  last  two  years 
at  Paris^  Vienna^  Naples^  and  Palermo  ?  Is  it  not  a 
most  notorious  fact  that  lar^e  masses  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  population  of  France^  Germany^  and  Italy^ 
breathe  rather  the  spirit  of  the  vulture  than  that  of 
the  dove^  and  that^  but  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
bayonets  which  keep  them  down,  they  would  wag-e 
a  war  of  extermination  ag-ainst  the  friends  of  order 
and  the  possessors  of  property  ?  In  many  instances 
are  not  the  Romish  Jesuits  and  priests  the  objects  of 
popular  detestation  ?  Mr.  Anderdon  dated  his  letter 
from  Rome.  Was  not  Pio  Nono  compelled  to  fly  in 
disg-uise  from  his  own  parishioners  and  subjects  after 
his  Prime  Minister  had  been  publicly  assassinated ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  Rome,  was  he  not  surrounded 
and  defended  by  French  bayonets?  If  the  French 
army  were  to  be  now  withdrawn,  would  not  the  Pope 
and  his  Cardinals  in  all  probability  be  thrown  into  the 
Tiber  ?  If  the  Roman  Catholic  unity  be  divine j  it 
needs  not  the  aid  of  man  to  preserve  it.  Let_,  then, 
liberty  of  conscience  be  proclaimed  at  Rome  and  in 
Italy  ]  let  the  office  of  the  Censor  Librorum  be 
abolished ;  let  the  Index  Expurg-atorius  be  thrown 
into  the  fire  ;  let  the  Inquisition  be  suppressed  ]  and 
let  the  Romans  be  permitted  to  hear  Christ's  voice 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  read  therein  the  words  of 
their  heavenly  Father ;  at  all  events  let  them  have 
that  letter  which  was  addressed  to  them,  and  not  to 
the  priests  only,  by  the  Apostle  Paul.  And  if  every 
Catholic  be  perfect  in  love,  let  Pio  Nono's  French 
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allies  withdraw  from  Rome^  and  let  the  Bishop 
of  Rome  enjoy  without  foreign  intervention  the 
affectionate  embraces  of  the  Z^i'e-breathing'  Romans. 
In  opposition  to  Mr.  Anderdon's  indiscreet  asser- 
tion^ I  shall  hazard  one  which  will  at  first  sight 
seem  equally  extravagant^  viz,  that  no  consistent 
Roman  Catholic  can  justly  be  expected  to  have  the 
perfection  of  love.  The  Roman  Catholic  world  may 
be  divided  into  three  classes.  First^  the  worldly. 
Secondly^  the  ordinarily  devout.  Thirdly,  those  who 
are  gifted  wdth  what  is  termed  heroic  faith,  and 
who  either  will  be  canonized  as  saints,  or  who,  on 
Roman  Catholic  principles,  may  be  deemed  worthy 
of  canonization.  It  will  be  admitted,  I  conceive, 
that  worldly  Roman  Catholics  will  seek  to  acquire 
heaven  on  the  easiest  terms,  that  is  to  say,  with  as 
little  sacrifice  of  their  worldly  enjoyments  and  as 
little  of  religion  as  is  compatible  with  their  salvation. 
Now,  as  the  most  that  Roman  Catholic  divines  and 
doctors,  who  have  discussed  this  question,  deem  to 
be  absolutely  requisite  for  pardon  and  acceptance, 
is  an  incipient  love  of  God,  it  seems  to  me  that  I 
am  justified  in  assuming  that  no  worldly  Roman 
Catholic  will  aspire  after  that  perfect  love  of  God 
which  is  quite  incompatible  with  the  love  of  the 
world.  The  Romish  doctrine  of  priestly  absolution 
enters  largely  into  this  question.  What  is  wanting 
in  love  is  made  up  by  the  absolving  power  of  the 
priest.  In  order  to  raise  this  power  to  its  extreme 
height,  multitudes  of  Romish  doctors  have  main- 
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tained  that  with  priestly  absolution^  servile  fear, 
without  any  love  of  God  at  all_,  suffices  for  pardon 
and  acceptance  )  and  that  great  numbers  of  deceived 
Romanists  have  acted  upon  this^  and  have  died  in 
that  awful  frame  of  mind^  there  can  be  no  doubt.  If 
the  fact  were  not  well  known  and  supported  by  the 
most  indisputable  evidence^  it  would  have  seemed  to 
be  absolutely  incredible  that  so  monstrous  and 
Satanic  a  heresy^  which  extirpates  the  first  and 
gTeat  commandment  of  God^  should  have  been 
o})enly  maintained  by  innumerable  Romish  doctors 
and  confessors.  Happily  for  the  character  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Churchy  her  much  vaunted  unity 
did  not  prevail  among-  her  clergy  and  confessors 
on  this  point.  If  it  were  not  unfortunately  true^ 
it  would  have  seemed  to  us  still  more  incredible^ 
that  when  the  attention  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was 
called  to  the  animated  discussion  which  prevailed 
among-st  her  doctors  and  confessors  upon  this  doc- 
trine^ that  Church  should  never  unto  this  day  have 
condemned  the  doctrine  thus  openly  upheld  and 
propagated  by  so  many  of  her  clerg-y.  The  cele- 
brated Bossuet^  it  is  true^  and  a  larg-e  portion  of  the 
French  clergy^  and  Dr.  Delahog-ue  and  the  class 
teachers  at  Maynooth^  have  strenuously  maintained 
that  servile  fear  with  priestly  absolution^  does  not 
suffice  without  at  least  an  incipient  love  of  God ; 
but  none  of  them  have  affirmed  the  necessity  of  a  ma- 
tured^ much  less  of  a  perfect  love.  A  small  number 
of  divines  within  the  pale  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
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went  beyond  Bossuet  and  his  party^  in  their  advo- 
cacy of  the  love  of  God^  and  in  their  condemnation 
of  servile  fear.  Mr.  Anderdon  will^  perhaps, 
explain  to  his  former  parishioners  of  St.  Marg-aret's^ 
how  it  happened  that,  whilst  the  Romish  doctors,  who 
maintained  the  sufficiency  of  servile  fear  without  the 
love  of  God,  but  with  priestly  absolution,  for  pardon 
and  acceptance,  were  never  condemned  by  the 
Church  of  Rome,  the  following  most  holy  and 
scriptural  propositions  were  included  by  Pope 
Clement  XI.  in  his  famous  Bull  Unig-enitus,  which 
has  been  received  by  the  whole  Church  of  Rome, 
among"  those  Jansenist  propositions,  which  were 
declared  by  the  said  Bull  to  savour  of  heresy ,  and  to 
be  positively  heretical, 

'^  54.  It  is  love  only  which  speaks  to  God )  God 
hears  it  onl}^     (1  Cor.  xiii.  1.) 

"  ^^,  God  crowns  love  only  \  he  who  runs  from 
another  motive,  runs  in  vain.     (1  Cor.  ix.  24.) 

^^  Ki^,  God  rewards  only  love,  because  love  honours 
God  only.     (Matt.  xxv.  36.) 

^^  58.  There  is  neither  God,  nor  religion,  where 
there  is  not  love.     (1  John  iv.  8.) 

^^61.  Fear  only  restrains  the  handj  but  the 
heart  is  led  by  sin  so  long-  as  it  is  not  led  by  the 
love  of  righteousness.     (Luke  xx.  19.) 

^^62.  He  who  abstains  from  sin  only  from  the 
fear  of  punishment,  commits  it  in  his  heart,  and  is 
already  guilty  before  God.     (Matt.  xxi.  46.) 

''  67.  Servile  fear  represents  to  itself  God  only  as 
a  harsh,  imperious,  unjust,  and  intractable  Lord." 
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The  Romish  doctors  and  confessors  who  taug'ht 
and  defended  the  tenet  of  servile  fear,  were  severely 
satii'ized  by  the  talented  Boileau. 

^^  Ouvres  completes  de  Boileau  Despreaux^  &c. 
Tome  1,  Paris^  1810. 

EPITRE  XII. 

Cessez  de  m'opposer  vos  discours  imposteurs, 

Confesseurs  insenses,  ignorans  seducteurs, 

Qui,  pleins  des  vain  propos  que  I'erreur  vous  debite, 

Vous  figurez  qu*en  vous  un  pouvoir  sans  limite 

Justifie  a  coup  sur  tout  pecheur  alarm e, 

Et  que  sans  aimer  Dieu  Ton  pent  en  etre  aime. 

Quoi  done,  cher  Renaudot,  un  Chretien  effroyable. 

Qui,  jamais  servant  Dieu,  n'eut  d'objet  que  le  diable, 

Pourra,  marchant  toujours  dans  des  sentiers  maudits. 

Par  des  formalites  gagner  le  paradis ! 

Et  parmi  les  elus,  dans  la  gloire  eternelle, 

Pour  quelques  sacremens  recus  sans  aucun  zele, 

Dieu  fera  voir^aux  yeux  des  saints  epouvantes 

Son  ennemi  mortel  assis  a  ses  cotes  ! 

Peut-on  se  figurer  de  si  foUes  chimeres  ? 

On  voit,  pourtant,  on  voit  des  docteurs  meme  austeres. 

Qui,  les  semant  partout,  s'en  vont  pieusement, 

De  toute  piete  saper  le  fondement ; 

Qui,  le  coeur  infecte  d'erreurs  si  criminelles, 

Se  disent  hautement  les  purs,  les  vrais  fideles, 

Traitantd'abord  d'impie  et  d'heretique  affreux, 

Quicunque  ose  pour  Dieu  se  declarer  contre  eux. 

Cease  to  oppose  to  me  your  deceitful  speeches 
Senseless  confessors,  ignorant  seducers, 
"Who  full  of  the  vain  words  with  which  error  furnishes  you. 
Imagine  that  in  you  an  unlimited  power 
Certainly  justifies  every  alarmed  sinner, 
And  that  without  loving  God,  one  may  be  loved  by  Him. 
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What  then,  good  Renaudot,  a  frightful  Christian, 

Who,  never  serving  God,  has  regarded  only  the  devil. 

May,  walking  always  in  accursed  paths. 

Gain  paradise  by  certain  ceremonies ! 

And  among  the  elect,  in  eternal  glory, 

For  the  sake  of  certain  sacraments  received  without  any  zeal, 

God  will  exhibit  to  the  eyes  of  his  astonished  saints, 

His  mortal  enemy  seated  by  his  side ! 

Can  one  imagine  such  foolish  fancies  ? 

One  beholds,  nevertheless,  austere  doctors, 

Who  scattering  them  every  where,  piously  proceed 

To  sap  the  foundation  of  all  piety, 

Who,  having  their  hearts  infected  with  such  criminal  errors, 

Loudly  proclaim  themselves  to  be  the  pure  and  the  truly 

faithful, 
Treating  forthwith  as  a  frightful  heretic  and  impious. 
Every  one  who  in  the  cause  of  God  declares  himself  to  be 

against  them. 

What  I  have  stated  respecting"  the  doctrine  of 
servile  fear^  and  its  promulgation  and  defence  by 
innumerable  Romish  theolog-ians  and  doctors^  is 
taken  from  the  account  g-iven  by  Pope  Benedict 
XIV.  (De  Syn.  dioec.  1.  1,  c.l3^)  which  was  inserted 
by  Dr.  Delahogue  in  his  treatise  de  PoenitentiS,. 
Melchior  Canus^  and  Soto^  first  maintained  the 
doctrine  in  its  full  extent;  Pope  Benedict  XIV. 
says^  that  as  soon  as  the  opinion  of  Melchior  Canus 
came  into  existence  it  pervaded  all  the  schools,  and 
was  received  with  such  appldiisey  that  immediately 
it  found  a  great  many  patrons,  persons  of  g-reat 
celebrity,  and  especially  Francis  Suarez  and  Gabriel 
Vasquez,  whom  innumerable  theologians  followed. 
^^  Melchioris  Cani  sententia  vix  nata  scholas  omnes 


35 

pervasit^  et  tanto  plausu  excepta  est^  ut  plurimos  ac 
magni  riominis  statim  invenerit  patronos^  et  preeser- 
tim  Franciscum  Suarez  et  Gabrielem  Vasquez^  quos 
innurneri  secuti  sunt  theolo^i.'^* 

The  second  class  of  Eomanists  comprises  the  ordi- 
narily devout.  These  cannot^  I  conceive^  be  expected 
to  attain  perfect  love^  for  ''  perfect  love  casteth  out 
fear,  because  fear  hath  torment"  (1  John  iv.  18.) 
The  fear  to  which  the  apostle  John  here  alludes  is  not 
that  filial  fear  which  dreads  to  offend  a  heavenly- 
Father  and  God  who  is  infinite  in  love^  but  the  ser- 
vile fear  which  dreads  the  wrath  of  God  in  his 
character  as  a  judg'e^  and  which  iS;  therefore^  servile, 
and  which  hath  torment.  The  proposition,  be  it 
remembered,  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  support, 
is  not  that  Roman  Catholics  cannot  love  God,  but 
that  there  is  something*  in  the  Romish  relig-ion  which 
is  hostile  to  the  perfection  of  the  love  of  God. 
According"  to  the  Trentine  Catechism,  the  Cate- 
chism which  directs  the  Romish  Priests  how  they 
are  to  instruct  their  flocks  in  true  relig'ion,  there  is  a 
purgatorial  fire  in  which  the  souls  of  the  pious  are 
tormented  (cruciatse  expiantur)  for  a  definite  time. 
It  is  the  received  opinion  of  Roman  Catholics  that 
none  but  martyrs  or  saints  of  the  first  water  escape 
purgator}^  The  purg-atorial  sufferings  are  reserved 
for  those  who  die  in  a  state  of  grace  ]  i,  e.,  for  the 
souls  of  the  pious.  All  Romanists,  it  must  be  admitted, 

*  Tract,  de  Poen^.  aut.  L.  A.  Delahogue,  p.  100.     (Dublinii, 
1825. 
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notwithstanding'  the  declaration  of  the  Trentine  Cate- 
chism^ for  here  ag-ain  there  is  no  perfect  unity  of 
opinion^  do  not  believe  that  the  torments  of  purg-atory 
are  inflicted  by  Jire.  But  Cardinal  Bellarmine  has 
informed  us  that  all  the  Fathers  maintain  that  the  tor- 
ments of  purg-atory  exceed  all  earthly  sufferings,  that 
they  are  "  atrocissimae/'  '^  most  horrible/'  and  he  has 
told  us  that  the  g-reat  majority  of  Eomish  doctors 
have  taug'ht  that  they  are  inflicted  by  fire.  Accounts 
of  the  most  frig-htful  visions  of  purg^atorial  torments 
have  been  circulated  among*  Roman  Catholics  from 
the  days  of  the  Yenerable  Bede  in  the  eig-hth  century. 
Nor  is  the  duration  of  these  terrific  suffering's  limited 
to  a  brief  period.  Indulg-ences  have  been  issued  by 
Popes  extending  through  ten  thousand  years ;  and 
Cardinal  Bellarmine  recites  a  vision  in  which  Pope 
Innocent  III.  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  St. 
Ludg'ardis  in  a  jlame  oj  jire,  and  to  have  declared 
that  he  was  to  be  tormented  in  that  flame^  until  the 
day  of  judgment  l^  Now  it  seems  to  be  undeniable 
that  the  doctrine  of  purg'atbry  must  generate  in  the 
breasts  of  devout  and  consistent  Boman  Catholics 
that  fear  which  occiisions  torment^  and  which  cannot 
co-exist  with  perfect  love. 

The   third    class    of    Roman   Catholics    consists 

*  This  subject  has  been  admirably  handled  by  the  Bishop  of 
Exeter  in  his  reply  to  C.  Butler,  Esq.,  as  is  also  the  idolatry  of  the 
Romish  Church.  The  Bishop's  Supplemental  Letter  contains  a 
fearful  exposure  of  the  blasphemous  (this  is  the  bishop's  epithet) 
worship  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 
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of   saints    of   the    hig'hest    eminence.      Many    of 
these^  undoubtedly^  breathe  a  very  ardent  spirit  of 
devotion   and  love ;    but  if  that  love  be  not  pure, 
if  it  be  mixed  up  with  the  alloy  of  idolatry y  then 
it  is  not  the  perfection  of  divine  love.     For  centuries 
past  the   most   celebrated   Roman   Catholic   saints 
have  manifested  a  devotion  towards^  and  cherished 
an  affection  for  the  Virgin  Mary^  which  is  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  pure  and  perfect  love  of  God. 
Dr.  Walsh^  one  of  the  Vicars  Apostolic^  has  solemnly 
warned  us^  I   am  aware^  ag^ainst  speaking*  of  our 
ancestors^   who   lived   before   the   Reformation^   as 
having-  been  for  centuries  buried  in  idolatr3^     This* 
was  a  w  arning*  more  characterized  by  solemnity  than 
by  wisdom.     If  the  heathen  had  paid  attention  to  a 
similar    warning-^   they   would    have    rejected    the 
preaching-  of  the  Apostles.     If  this  motive  oug-ht  to 
weig-h  with  us^  it  oug-ht  to  influence  the  modern  Hin- 
doos^ and  hence  it  would  be  wrong-  to  send  Christian 
Missionaries  to  India.   Dr.  Walsh's  warning*^  too^  has 
come  rather  too  late^  for^  at  the  present  day^  if  we  ab- 
solve our  remote  ancestors  who  lived  before  theRefor-^ 
mation^  and  the  Church  of  Rome  in  those  day s^. from 
the  charg-e  of  deadly  error  and  idolatry^wemust  believe 
that  our  more  immediate  ancestors^  who  have  lived 
since  the  Reformation^  have  died  in  damnable  heresy. 
The  only  leg-itimate  feeling's  which  are  deducible  from, 
the  contemplation  of  mediaeval  Romish  idolatry^  are 
deep  compassion  for  our  ancestors^  and  just  indig-- 
nation  ag-ainst  the  Romish  priesthood.     The  species 
of  devotion  which  is  cherished  by  the  Romish  saints 
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towards  the  Virgin  Mary  has  been  clearly  revealed 
to  us  by  St.  Lig-uori,*  in  his  celebrated  work^  entitled 
^Hhe  Glories  of  Mary/^  p.  4.     "From  the  moment_, 
adds  St.  Bernardine  of  Sienna^  that  Mary  consented 
to  become  the  Mother  of  the  Eternal  Word^  she 
merited  to  be  made  the  Queen  of  the  world  and  of 
all  creatures/'     .     .     .     p.  5.     "  Being  appointed 
Queen/'  says  Bupert^  the  Abbot^  "she  justly  possesses 
the  entire  kingdom  of  her  Son."  Hence^  according  to 
St.  Bernardine  of  Sienna^  "  as  many  creatures  as 
serve  God^  also  serve  Mary ;  since  all  creatures^  the 
angels^  men^  and  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  are 
subject  to  the  empire  of  God^  they  are  also  subject 
to   the   dominion   of   the    glorious   Virgin."      St. 
Liguori^   p.  6y  explains  how  Mary  has  been  ap- 
pointed the  Queen  of  Mercy^  "  Kings^  then^  should 
be  employed  principally  in  works  of  mercy^  but  not 
so  as  to  forget  to  execute  justice  (when  necessary) 
on  the  guilty.     Not  so  with  Mary^  who  though  a 
queen,  is  not  a  queen  of  justice ^  intent  on  punishing 
malefactors,  but  a  queen  of  mercy y  who  seeks  only 
to  obtain  mercy  and  pardon  for  sinners.    Hence,  the 

*  St.  Liguori*s  work  has  a  threefold  authority.  First,  it  is  the 
work  of  a  celebrated  Romish  Saint,  canonized  in  the  present  cen- 
tury. 2.  In  1803,  Pope  Pius  VII.  confirmed  the  decree  of  the 
Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites,  which  declared  that,  after  a  rigor- 
ous examination,  not  one  word  had  been  found  worthy  of  censure 
in  Liguori's  wor^s.  3.  All  that  he  states  is  supported  by  Romish 
writers  who  have  been  either  beatified  or  canonized.  Liguori 
quotes  from  the  devotional  works  of  no  less  than  fifty-nine 
Jlomish  Saints  who  lived  in  different  ages. 
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Church  wishes  that  we  expressly  call  her  the  Queen 

of  Mercy /^ This  is  confirmed  by  St. 

Thomas  in  his  preface  to  the  Canonical  Epistles^ 
where  he  says^  ^^When  she  conceived  the  Son  of 
God  in  her  womb,  and  afterwards  produced  him, 
she  obtained  the  half  of  the  kingdom  of  Gody  (dimi- 
diam  partem  regni  Dei  impetravit),  so  that  she  would 
be  the  Queen  of  Mercy,  as  Christ  is  the  King-  of 

Justice." St.  Bonaventure  says,  ^^  0 

God,  g-ive  thy  judgment  to  the  King*,  and  thy 
mercy  to  his  mother/'  St.  Bernard  (p.  11)  asks, 
^^  Why  the  Church  calls  Mary  the  Queen  of  Mercy  V 
He  answers^  "  We  believe  that  by  her  prayers  she 
opens  the  abyss  of  divine  mercy  ^o  whom  she  Tvills, 
when  she  wills,  and  as  she  wills,  so  that  no  sinner, 
however  enormous  his  sins  may  he,  is  lost  if  Mary 
protects  him  by  her  intercession.'' 

The  Church  of  Rome  endeavours  to  shield  herself 
from  the  charg*e  of  idolatry  by  the  plea,  that  the 
worship  which  she  offers  up  to  the  Virg-in  Mary  is 
not  the  latria,  the  hig-hest  kind  of  worship,  which 
she  offers  up  to  God  only.  But  is  there  not  an 
idolatrous  creature  trust,  and  an  idolatry  of  the 
affections  ?  The  Apostle  Paul  declares  covetousness 
to  be  idolatry,  ^^  and  covetousness^  which  is  idolatry ,' 
(Col.  iii.  5.) 

No  covetous  man  offers  up  latria  to  his  money,  or 
falls  down,  and  worships  it,  and  formally  pa3'S  to  it 
a  divine  homag'e  j  but  he  entertains  towards  it  an 
idolatrous  affection.     The  charg-e  in  the  Epistle  to 


the  Romans  against  the  heathens  was  not,  that 
they  g'ave  divine  honours  to  the  creature^  and  called 
it  a  God^  hut  that  they  worshipped  the  creature 
more  than  the  Creator.  If  to  any  creature  are  as- 
cribed prerog'atives  and  providential  acts  of  deliver- 
ance^ or  blessing's,  temporal  or  spiritual^  which  belong- 
to  God  only;  and  if  thus^  that  praise,  and  g-ratitude^ 
and  love,  which  are  due  to  God  only,  are  transferred 
to  the  creature^  it  is  idolatry.  The  Virg-in  Mary  is 
described  in  the  Roman  Breviary  and  in  other 
Roman  Catholic  devotional  works,  and  by  the 
Romish  Saints,  as  the  Queen  of  Heaven,  the  Mother 
of  Mercy,  the  Mediatress  between  Christ  and  the 
Church,  as  bruising'  the  serpent's  head,  as  the  Great 
Destroyer  of  Heresies^  as  the  Empress  of  the  Uni- 
verse^ as  possessing'  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth, 
as  rescuing"  her  votaries  from  dang-er,  as  conferring* 
temporal  blessing's,  as  rescuing' souls  from  purg-atory, 
as  the  Patron  of  Nations,  as  the  bestower  of  Victory, 
as  delivering'  nations  from  g-reat  calamities,  as  the  Ark 
of  the  Covenant,  as  the  powerful  Advocate  of  Sinners. 
Whilst  Christ  is  represented  as  a  Judg'e  who  has 
penal  claims  upon  believers^  it  is  said  of  the  Virg'in 
Mary^  that  "  her  throne,  though  so  exalted,  has 
nothing'  forbidding',  nothing  dreadful." — (Devotion 
to  the  Heart  of  Mary,  p.  200.)  In  the  Litan}^  of 
Loretto,  she  is  called  the  Mystical  Rose,  the  Tower 
of  David,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant^  the  Gate  of 
Heaven,  the  Morning  Star,  the  Refuge  of  Sinners^ 
the  Queen  of  Angels,  the  Queen  of  all  Saints.     St. 


41 

Bonaventure  published  a  Psalter,  in  which  he  g'ehe- 
rally  substituted  the  name  of  Mary  for  that  of  God ; 
and  he  addressed  to  her  that  beautiful  song*  of  praise, 
which  is  generally  termed  the  Te  Deum,  and  among 
the  popular  books  of  devotion  sold  and  circulated  at  a 
low  price  at  Rome  at  the  present  clay^  are  books  filled 
Avith  extracts  from  Bonaventure's  Psalter,  and  which 
contain  his  Marian  "  Te  Deum"*  translated  into 
Italian.  In  support  of  this  idolatrous  creature- 
worship  and  creature-trust,  revelations,  and  number- 
less visions,  and  miracles  have  been  published,  far  ex- 
ceeding" in  number  the  miracles  recorded  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  Franciscans  and  Dominicans  ri- 
valled each  other  in  their  exaltation  of  the  Virg-in 
Mary.  When  the  latter  lost  somewhat  of  their 
popularity  by  den3'ing*  the  immaculate  conception  of 
the  Virg-in  Mary,  they  endeavoured  to  regain  it  by 
their  adulation  of  her.  In  modern  times,  the  Jesuits 
have  been  conpicuous  above  all  others  in  carrying*  to 
its  extreme  the  Marian  idolatry.  By  none  has  this 
creature-trust  been  carried  to  a  g-reater  heig'ht  than 
by  the  Popes.  When  Pope  Pius  VII.  was  restored 
to  Home  after  his  captivity,  he  ascribed  his  restora- 
tion chiefly  to  the  Virgin  Mary ;  according-ly,  before 
his  return  to  Rome,  he  crowned  with  a  g'olden  crown 
the  wonderful  imag'e  of  the  Virg-in  Mary  at  Savona, 
and,  on  his  return  to  Rome,  he  established  a  solemn 
festival  under  the  title  of  ^^  The  Help  of  Christians  " 

*  The  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming  possesses  several  editions  of  one  of 
them. 
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(sub  titulo  auxilii  Christianorum)^  to  be  perpetually 
celebrated  on  the  24tli  of  May.  In  1832^  when 
Pope  Greg-ory  XVI.  regarded  with  such  dismay 
the  growth  of  discord  and  heresy  in  the  Italian 
Churchy  towards  the  close  of  his  Encyclical  Letter^ 
he  said^  ^^  but  that  all  may  have  a  successful  and 
happy  issue^  let  us  raise  our  eyes  to  the  most  blessed 
Virg-in  Mar}^^  who  alone  destroys  heresies^  who  is 
our  greatest  hope^  yea^  the  entire  gTound  of  our 
hope.^^  Can  a  more  unequivocal  expression  of  idol- 
atrous creature-trust  than  the  foreg-oing*  be  devised? 
In  September^  1835^  when  Home  was  menaced  by 
the  cholera^  we  are  told  by  the  Abbe  Meng'hi  d'Ar- 
ville^  who  attended  the  ceremony  and  who  published 
the  account  of  it  at  Eome,  in  his  prefatory  address 
to  the  Prince  Cardinal  Odescalchi^  that  ''  this  vene- 
rable Pontiff  (Greg-ory  XVI.)  wished^  in  these  days 
of  calamity^  to  g'ive  a  striking*  proof  to  the  Christian 
universe  of  his  constant  solicitude  for  the  wants  of 
the  great  flock  of  which  he  is  the  tender  Father  and 
the  Supreme  Pastor^  by  ordering'  this  grand  proces- 
sion^ which  has  just  taken  place  at  Rome  under  his 
auspices^  and  in  which  was  carried^  with  so  much 
pomp^  and  in  the  midst  of  the  transports  of  pubhc 
veneration^  the  Miraculous  Image  of  the  most 
holy  Virgin  Mary^  painted  hy  St.  Ltihe,^*  &c. 
In  this  procession^  this  miraculous  picture  was  fol- 

*  It  is  not  certain  whether  St.  Luke  was  a  painter  or  a  phy- 
sician.  Tradition  utters  a  doubtful  voice  on  this  as  on  many 
other  points. 
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lowed  by  the  Pope^  by  all  the  secular  and  regular 
clerg-y  of  Eome^  the  Liguorites^  the  Minors  of  St. 
Lawrence^  the  Barnabites^  the  Theatines^  the  Pas- 
sionists^  the  Doctrinaires^  the  Missionaries^  and  the 
Jesuits^  by  Cardinals  Greg*ory  and  Odescalchi^  and 
by  the  whole  population  of  Rome.  This  image  re- 
mained for  seven  days  in  the  superb  Church  of 
Jesus^  which  was  illuminated  and  decorated  with  its 
finest  ornaments^  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand  times 
repeated  benedictions.  ''  During*  the  seven  days  that 
the  imag-e  of  ^  the  Mother  of  God'  remained  in  this 
churchy  the  crowd  was  uninterrupted  )  they  prayed 
from  morning-  till  nig-ht^  and  again  during  the  whole 
night.  By  the  sjyecial  permission  of  his  Holiness^ 
they  began  to  say  masses  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing^ and  at  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day  the  saceifice 
was  again  offered  up  before  the  image  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  placed^  from  the  day  of  its  arrival, 
above  the  chief  altar."  (Et  a  midi  on  oifroit  encore 
le  S.  Sacrifice  devant  I'lmag^e  de  la  mere  de  Dieu. 
placee,  des  le  jour  de  son  arrivee,  audessus  du  mattre- 
autel.) 

The  Abbe  Menghi  d'Arville  informs  us,  also,  that 
^^  in  the  history  of  the  Popes  who  have  most  honoured 
the  holy  Virgin,  either  by  enlarging  or  embeUishing 
the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Major,  or  by  venerating,  or 
causing  to  be  venerated  her  sacred  image,  one  re- 
marks Eugenius  III.,  Gregory  III.,  Clement  III., 
Celestine  III.,  Honorius  III.,  Gregory  XI., 
Paul  III.,  Gregory  XIII.,  Sixtus  V.,  Innocent  X., 
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Clement  XI.^  Benedict  XIII.^  Benedict  XIV.^  and 
Leo  XII.    To  these  history  will  add  Greg-ory  XVI." 
It  is  well  known^  that  from  his  banishment  in  the 
Neapolitan  territory  Pio  Nono  wrote  his  Encyclical 
Letter  on  the  immaculate  conception.    In  that  letter^ 
written  Gaeta^  Feb.  2,  1849^  he  thus  expressed  him- 
self: "  We  also  repose  all  confidence  in  this^  that 
the  blessed  Virg-in^  who  has  been  raised  by  the  great- 
ness of  her  merits  above  all  the  choirs  of  angels  up 
to  the  throne  of  God^  who  has  crushed  under  the  foot 
of  her  virtues  the  head  of  the  old  serpent,  and  who 
placed  between   Christ  and  the   Chvrch,  altog'ether 
sweet  and  full  of  gTaces^  has  ever  rescued  the  Chris- 
tian people  from  the  greatest  calamities^  from  the 
snares  and  attacks  of  all   their  enemies^  and  has 
rescued  them  from  death^  will  in  like  manner  be 
willing"^  pitying-  us  with  the  accustomed  affection  of 
her  maternal  feeling*^  to  avert  by  her  instant  and 
most  powerful  advocacy  with  God^  the  sad  and  la- 
mentable misfortunes^  the  cruel  ang-uish^  the  pains  and 
necessities  which  we  suffer^  to  turn  aside  the  scourg-es 
of  divine  wrath  which  we  suffer  by  reason  of  our  sins, 
to  appease  and  disperse  the  frightful  storms  of  evil 
with  which  the  Church  is  assailed  on  all  sides^  to  the 
unmeasured  grief  of  our  souls  5  and  to  change  our 
sorrow  into  joy. 

"  For  you  know  perfectly^  Venerable  Brethren^ 
that  the  foundation  of  our  confidence  is  in  the  most 
holy  Virgin ;  since  it  is  in  her  that  God  has  placed 
the  plenitude  of  all  good,  in  such  sort  that  if  there 
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be  in  us  any  hope^  if  there  be  any  spiritual  health, 
we  know  that  it  is  from  her  that  we  receive  it  .  .  .  \ 
because  such  is  his  will,  who  has  willed  that  we 
should  have  all  through  Mary."*  Such  is  the 
idolatrous  creature-trust  reposed  in  the  Virg-in  Mary 
by  the  Popes !  The  intensity  of  her  affection  towards 
those  who  trust  in  her,  and  of  the  affection  borne 
towards  her  by  her  votaries,  is  powerfully  set  forth 
by  Romish  divines.  The  limits  of  a  letter  permit 
me  to  g'ive  only  a  few  specimens  of  it.  St.  Liguori, 
in  his  Glories  of  Mary,  p.  33,  declares  that  ^^  as 
among-  all  the  celestial  spirits  there  is  none  that  loves 
more  than  Mary,  so  there  is  no  one,  and  there  can 
be  no  one  who,  after  God,  loves  us  more  than  this 
our  most  loving*  mother,  and  if  the  love  which  all 
mothers  bear  to  their  children  were  united  with  the 
love  which  all  men  bear  to  their  spouses^  and  with 
the  love  that  all  the  saints  and  ang'els  bear  to  their 
clients,  it  would  not  equal  the  love  which  Mary  bears 
to  a  single  soul."  Neremburg-h  says,  '^  that  the  love 
which  all  mothers  have  had  for  their  children  is  but 
a  shadow  compared  to  the  love  which  Mary  bears  to 
one  of  us." 

Ag-ain,  p.  35  : — ^'  Hence,  as  it  is  written  of  the 
love  of  the  eternal  Father  in  giving-  up  to  death  his 
own  Son,  ^  God  so  loved  the  world,  as  to  g'ive  his 
only  beg-otten  Son,'  John  iii.  16  ;  so,  says  St.  Bona- 
venture,  ^  it  may  be  said  of  Mary,  that  she  so  loved 
us  as  to  g'ive  her  only  beg-otten  Son.' " 

*  S.  Bernard  in  Nat.  Marise. 
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With  respect  to  the  devotion  and  love  of  her  vota- 
ries towards  the  Virg-in  Mary^  St.  Liguori  informs 
us^  p.  39  : — "  In  the  chronicles  of  the  Dominican 
order^  it  is  related  that  Leonard^  a  member  of  that 
order^  was  accustomed  to  recommend  himself  two 

hundred  times  a  day  to  this  Mother  of  Mercy 

Love  her  as  much  as  St.  Stanilaus,  who  loved  this 
mother  so  tenderly^  that  in  speaking*  of  her^  he  in- 
spired all  who  heard  him^  with  a  desire  of  loving*  her. 
He  used  to  form  new  words  and  new  titles  with 
which  to  honour  her  name^  and  never  commenced 
any  action  without  first  turning*  to  an  image  of  the 

Virofin  and  asking*  her  benediction Children 

of  Mary,  love  her  as  much  as  B.  Erman^  who  called 
her  his  spouse  of  love^  and  was  even  honoured  by 
Mary  with  the  name  of  spouse ;  as  much  as  St. 
Philip  Neri^  who  was  filled  with  consolation  by  the 
bare  thoug'ht  of  Mary^  and  therefore  called  her  his 
delig'ht  ]  as  tenderly  as  St.  Bonaventure^  who  not 
only  called  her  his  lady  and  his  mother^  but^  to  shew 
the  tenderness  of  his  affection  for  her^  went  so  far  as 
to  call  her  his  heart  and  his  soul.  '  Hail^  my  lady^ 
m}^  mother^  nay^  my  heart  and  my  soul.'  Children  of 
Mary^  love  her  as  that  g*reat  lover  of  Mary^  St.  Ber- 
nard^ who  loved  this  sweet  mother  so  tenderly^  that 
he  called  her  the  ravisher  of  hearts^  ^  raptrix  cor- 
dium.'  ....  Children  of  Marj^^  call  her  the  en- 
amourer  of  your  souls^  with  St.  Bernardine  of  Sienna^ 
who  used  to  visit  every  day  a  sacred  image  of  Mary^ 
in  order  to  shew  his  love  by  tender  colloquies  with 
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his  queen Love  her  as  ardently  as  St.  Lewis 

Gonzag-a^  whose  soul  was  continually  on  fire  with 

the  love  of  Mary Love  her  as  much  as  St. 

Francis  Solanes^  who  became  as  it  were  foolish^  but 
with  a  holy  foUy^  throug-h  the  love  of  Mary^  and 
would  sometimes  beg'in  to  entone  on  a  musical  instru- 
ment a  canticle  of  love  before  her  imag-e^  saying*^ 
that  like  earthly  lovers  he  would  sing*  to  his  beloved 
Queen. 

^^  Father  Jerome  de  Trexo^  of  the  Society  of  Jesus ^ 
exulted  with  joy  and  jubilation  in  calling*  himself  the 
slave  of  Mary^  and  in  token  of  his  servitude^  he  would 
frequently  visit  a  church  dedicated  to  her  honour, 
and  what  did  he  do  in  that  church  ?     On  entering*  it, 
he  first  bathed  it  with  tears^  throug'h  tenderness  of 
love  for  Mary ;  he  then  swept  it  with  his  tongue  and 
cheeks,  kissing  the  floor  a  thousand  times,  thinking- 
that  the  church  was  the  house  of  his  beloved  Queen. 
Father  Diego  Martinez,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus, 
who,  in  return  for  his  devotion  to  the  Virgin  on  the 
festivals  of  Mary,  was  carried  to  heaven  hy  angels 
to  see  the  honours  with  which  her  feasts  were  cele- 
brated, used  to  say, '  I  would  wish  to  have  all  the 
hearts  of  all  the  angels  and  of  all  the  saints,  to  love 
Mary  as  they  love  her  :  I  would  wish  to  have  the 
lives  of  all  men,  to  spend  them  for  the  love  of  Mary.' " 
St.  Liguori  informs  us  a  little  further  of  ''  Bap- 
tiste  Archinto  and  Augustine  Espinosa,  of  the  Society 
<f  Jesus  J  who,  impelled  by  the  love  of  Mary,  printed 
on  their  flesh  with  a  red-hot  iro7i  her  beloved  name.'' 
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Such  is.  the  flagTiintly  idolatrous  trusty  devotion^ 
and  love  exhibited  towards  the  Yirofin  Marv  bv  the 
most  saintly  members  of  the.  Church  of  Eome.    Mr. 
Anderdon  has  unhappily  united  himself  to  the  com- 
munion of  that  fallen  Church.     Not  many  years  ag^o 
the  late  Sir  T.  Fowell  Buxton^  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^ declared  it  to  be  his  belief  that  no  Eng-lish 
Protestant^  of  common  education,  could  be  foolish 
enoug'h  to  become  a  Roman  Catholic.     But  within 
the  last  few  years  even  clerg*ymen  of  the  Church  of 
Eng-land,  of  first-rate  talent  and  considerable  learning", 
have  united  themselves  to  the  Church  of  Home.    The 
history  of  mankind  teaches  us  that  g^enius  and  human 
learning"  are  no  preservatives  ag'ainst  the  gTossest 
relig-ious  error  and  idolatry.     Many  persons  have 
been  filled  with  astonishment  at  hearing  that  well 
educated  Protestants,  of  g*ood  family,  have  lately  at 
Eome  been  seen  prostrating"  themselves  before  mira- 
culous pictures,  gazing-  with  admii'ation  at  the  Bam- 
bino, handling-  with  delight  St.  John  the  Baptist's 
head,  and  venerating-  the  chains  of  St.  Peter.     In 
ancient  times  the  wisest  nations  were  guilty  of  the 
same  absurdities.     The  only  nation  which  was  truly 
wise  in  their  religion  wa^the  Jewish  nation,  and 
when  they  deserted  the  Word  of  God,  they  were  just 
as  irrational  as  the  rest  of  mankind.     The  only  real 
preservative  ag-ainst  religious  delusion  is  a  love  of  the 
truth.     It  was  predicted  by  St.  Paul,  of  those  who 
should  be  seduced  by  the  Man  of  Sin,  that  because 
"  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truths  that  they 


49 

might  he  saved,^^  '^Jbr  this  cause  God  shall  send  them 
a  strong  delusion  that  they  should  believe  a  lie.^' — 
(2  Thess.  ii.  10^  11.)  If  we  desire^  therefore^  not  to 
fall  into  this  delusion^  we  must  love  the  truth.  Now^ 
if  any  Roman  Catholic  friend  is  disposed  to  ask  where 
he  can  find  this  saving-  truth^  I  shall  refer  him  to  the 
Apostle  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Romans.  In  its  com- 
mencement St.  Paul  declares  the  Gospel  to  be  ^'  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  be- 
lievethJ' — (Rom.  i.  16.)  He  next  proclaims  the  uni- 
versal depravity  of  mankind,  ^^  there  is  none  righ- 
teous, 7io,  not  one" — (Rom. iii.  12.)  He  next  shews 
how  the  unrighteous  are  justified,  ^^  Being  justified 
by  faith  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." — (Rom.  v.  1).  In  the  sixth  chapter  he 
declares  that  justification  is  only  the  commencement 
of  the  reign  of  graco,  and  that  men  are  not  to  con- 
tinue in  sin  that  grace  may  abound,  but  that  they 
are  to  die  unto  sin  that  sanctifying  grace  may  abound  : 
and  he  proves  this  by  shewing,  in  chapter  vii.,  how 
the  justified  believer,  who  loves  the  law  in  the  inner 
man,  and  who  desires  to  obey  it,  is  unable  by  his  own 
strength  to  overcome  siij.^  but  is  in  captivity  to  the 
body  of  sin,  and,  therefore,  can  only  subdue  it  by 
the  grace  of  Christ.  Lastly,  in  chap.  viii.  he  points 
out  the  mortification  of  sin  and  the  living  in  holiness 
through  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  then  he 
shews,  how  those  who  evidence  their  election  of  God 
by  their  holy  walk,  have  nothing  whoXeYer  to  fear  from 
the  divine  justice,  and  are  inseparably  united  to  the 
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love  of  Christ.  For  God  cannot^  St.  Paul  says^  lay 
anything-  to  the  charg-e  of  those  whom  he  justifies ; 
neither  can  Christ  with  any  consistency  condemn 
those  for  whose  pardon  he  intercedes.  ''  Wlio  shall 
lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  GocVs  elect  ?  It  is 
God  that  justijieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth? 
It  is  Christ  that  diedj  yea  rather  that  is  risen  again, 
who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh 
intercession  for  us.  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or 
persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or 
sword  ?  As  it  is  written,  For  thy  sake  are  we  hilled 
all  the  day  long ;  we  are  accounted  as  sheep  for  the 
slaughter.  Nay,  in  all  these  things  are  we  more  than 
conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us,  For  I  am 
persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present, 
nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
other  creature,  shall  he  able  to  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,'' — 
Rom.  viii.  33—39. 


THE    END. 
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